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EXECUTIVE SECRETARY’S REPORT 
October 2021 
 

This report details the day-to-day activities of the ASCA Board of Directors (the Board). It includes results of 

motions voted on via email, meeting minutes, and any other non-confidential issues brought before the 

Board. Please contact asca.execsec@gmail.com with any feedback. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

New Committee Members: 
Dock Jumping - Warene Waters (region 2) 
Dock Jumping - Renee St. Jacques (region 6) 
 
Ernest Hartnagle Memorial Icon Award Recipients for 
2021: Michelle Berryessa, Sherry Baker, Dana Mackenzie, 
Terry Martin, and ASHGI. 
 
Cee Hambo Scholarship Recipient for 2021: Rylee Carlon. 
 
The slate of judges for the 2022 Nationals were approved. 
See page 3 of this report for the full list. 
 
Refunds were given to three people who were unable to 
attend the 2021 Nationals. 

As of November 1, the show/trial sanctioning 
deadline is set to 60-days. Any affiliates in areas 
still affected by COVID-19 related restrictions 
may contact the Board for special consideration. 
 
2021 Nationals Judge Changes: Ray Fryar will 
replace Anne Shope as Nationals Rally Trial Judge. 
Julie Humeston will replace Kiddy Christie as 
Nationals Non-Regular Conformation Judge. 
 
The addition of a new Graduate Open Optional 
Titling class was approved effective June 1, 2022. 
 
Change to 2021 Nationals Committee: Corey 
Lambert will replace Erica Pruitt as Junior Chair. 

 

ASCA Board Meeting Minutes 
President Busquets called the meeting to order on Thursday, October 14, at 6:10 pm via online meeting service 

GoToMeeting and it was adjourned at 6:57 pm. 

In attendance: President Liz Busquets, 1st Vice President Rick Gann, 2nd Vice President Gina Larson, Treasurer 

Jan Wesen, Secretary Judy Boone, Director Susan Byrne, Director Denise Creelman, Director Jean Roberts, 

Director-elect Ann McCabe, and Executive Secretary Kalla Jaco. 

Absent: Director Carol Gerken. 

Discussions of Open Session topics were recorded and may be listened to on ASCA’s Website and YouTube Channel. 

Treasurer’s Report 
This discussion was held in Executive Session. The financial reports for period ending September 30, 2021, were 

presented by Treasurer Wesen and she updated the Board regarding ASCA’s current fiscal condition and 

projections for the future. Members can find the Treasurer’s report and analysis in the member’s only section 

of ASCA’s website. 

2022 Nationals Committee Member Replacement 
This discussion was held in Executive Session. Corey Lambert was appointed as Junior Chair for the 2022 ASCA 

National Specialty. This was necessary to replace the previous chairperson following their resignation. 

mailto:asca.execsec@gmail.com
https://www.asca.org/home/news/bod-meetings-audio
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC490D1qEJtV7oiDp6KOHEvA
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2022 Nationals Entry Clerks 
This discussion was held in Executive Session. Terri Morgan was selected as entry clerk and Helen Wilson was 

selected as agility data entry clerk for the 2022 National Specialty. 

Ernest Hartnagle Award 
This discussion was held in Executive Session. Michelle Berryessa, Sherry Baker, Dana Mackenzie, Terry Martin, 

and ASHGI were selected as recipients of the first annual Ernest Hartnagle Memorial Icon Award. The awards 

will be presented at the upcoming National Specialty Banquet in Bryan, Texas, on Friday, November 5, 2021. 

Cee Hambo Scholarship 
This discussion was held in Executive Session. Rylee Carlon was selected to receive this year's Cee Hambo 

Scholarship Award from the ASCA Foundation. 

System Liaison’s Report 
System Liaison Larson reported on the status of the database migration/system upgrade project ongoing with 

Inventive since 6/15/2021. The ASCA and Inventive teams continue to work hard on the Web ASCA Rebuild 

Project (WARP). Everything is moving along well, and the design looks nice. If anyone wants to see samples, 

please reach out to Larson and she will be happy to share. Once things begin to roll-out we will have tutorial 

videos on ASCA’s YouTube Channel to help with the transition. 

President Busquets reported that the process for generating titles is almost finished and the Business Should be 

able to generate titles soon. 

Affiliate Board Positions 
Directors Boone and Roberts presented a motion to update the Affiliate renewal packets regarding Director and 

Officer positions on the Affiliate Board. Last month, the Board approved similar updates to the Affiliate 

application and Affiliate bylaws which document the original intent of the rules. 

BD.21.92 Affiliate Renewal Packet - Board Positions 

Motion carries (8-0) - Approve: Boone, Busquets, Byrne, Creelman, Gann, Larson, Roberts, Wesen. Disapprove: 

None. Abstain: None. Absent: Gerken. 

Motion by Boone to add the following to the ASCA Affiliate renewal. Second by Roberts. 

Current Wording: Affiliate Renewal Packet - Page 1 

ATTENTION AFFILIATE CLUB REPRESENTATIVES - CLUB RENEWAL DUE NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31  

All officers of your club must be current, FULL ASCA members (Single, Dual, or Lifetime). 

Proposed Wording: 

ATTENTION AFFILIATE CLUB REPRESENTATIVES - CLUB RENEWAL DUE NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 31  

All officers of your club must be current, FULL ASCA members (Single, Dual, or Lifetime). 

The offices of the Secretary and Treasurer may be combined. All other Officer and Director positions will be held 

by different members. 

Current Wording: Affiliate Renewal Packet - Page 4 

All club Officers/Directors must be CURRENT, FULL ASCA members in good standing with the club. 
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Proposed Wording:  

All club Officers/Directors must be CURRENT, FULL ASCA members in good standing with the club. 

The offices of the Secretary and Treasurer may be combined. All other Officer and Director positions will be held 

by different members. 

Comments/Rationale: All Affiliates must have different people as Officers and Directors. This motion adds 

wording to ensure Affiliate renewals maintain those standards. 

Affected: Renewing Affiliate Clubs. 

Effective Date: Immediately upon Board approval. 

2022 Nationals Judges 
Liaison Larson presented a motion to approve the slate of judges for the 2022 National Specialty. The remaining 

judge will be determined before the final premium comes to the Board for approval. 

BD.21.93 Slate of Judges for 2022 Nationals 

Motion carries (8-0) - Approve: Boone, Busquets, Byrne, Creelman, Gann, Larson, Roberts, Wesen. Disapprove: 

None. Abstain: None. Absent: Gerken. 

Motion by Liaison Larson to approve the following slate of judges for the 2022 Nationals: 

Nationals Event Judge(s) Notes 

Agility Sandra Katzen & Dan Roy   

Conformation - Best of Breed Liz Gibson   

Conformation - Intact Dogs Lisa Cameron Bell   

Conformation - Intact Bitches Kelly Sweeney   

Conformation - Altered Mary Hellmeister   

Conformation - Non-Regular Karen Roesner   

Dock Jumping - Launch & Fetch-It TBD   

Junior Showmanship Laura Pearson   

Most Versatile Aussie/Junior Evaluations Gail Karamalegos   

Obedience Robert Apap & Sandra Walker BOD approved 4/2021 

Rally Rachel Brostrom & Gudrun Dytrych BOD approved 4/2021 

Stockdog - Cattle Betty Williams   

Stockdog - Sheep Marti Parrish   

Stockdog - Ducks Kim Schneider   

Tracking Francis Keays & Jack Sappenfield II   

Effective Date: Immediately upon Board approval. 
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2021 Nationals Tracking Judges 
Liaison Gann notified the Board that the 2021 Nationals Committee had to add Vicky Bartley from Houston, 

Texas, as a third Tracking Judge to accommodate the 13 tracks that have been requested. 

BD.21.103 Additional Tracking Judge for 2021 Nationals 

Motion carries (8-0) - Approve: Boone, Busquets, Byrne, Creelman, Gann, Larson, Roberts, Wesen. Disapprove: 

None. Abstain: None. Absent: Gerken. 

Motion by Gann to approve Vicky Bartley as the third tracking judge for the 2021 Nationals Tracking Trial. Second 

by Byrne. 

Announcement 
As this is Director Boone’s last virtual meeting with the Board, she took a moment to thank the membership and 

other Directors. Director Boone has been an asset to the Board during her term and brought valuable 

perspective and expertise to the team. 

Motion by Boone to adjourn the meeting at 6:57 pm until October 30, 2021, at the ASCA National Specialty in 

Bryan, Texas. Second by Larson. 

Motions via Email 

Committee Recommendations 

OBEDIENCE COMMITTEE 

OB.21.07 Graduate Open Optional Titling Class 

Motion carries (8-0-1) - Approve: Boone, Byrne, Creelman, Gann, Gerken, Larson, Roberts, Wesen. Disapprove: 
None. Abstain: Busquets. Non-voting: None. 

• Comment from Busquets: I'm in favor of having the Graduate Open class and title. However, it's not 

quite clear from the motion if the committee consulted with the Business Manager, Ray Fryar, before 

writing an effective date of June 1st, 2022. Since we're in the midst of a system upgrade, such a consult 

would have specifically determined if this can indeed be done by that date. Mention of such a consult 

should be included in the motion. 

Motion by Liaison Roberts to approve the following recommendation from the Obedience Committee. 

Committee Recommendation: GRADUATE OPEN OPTIONAL TITLING CLASS 

Motion by Marilyn Cherry to approve the addition of a new Graduate Open Optional Titling class. Second by 

Beth MacLehose. 

Results of Committee Vote: Approve: 11. Disapprove: None. Abstain: 1. Non-Voting: None. 

Current Wording: None. 

Proposed Wording:  

Chapter 10 (Renumber following sections accordingly) Graduate Open Optional Titling Class 

Section 10.1 Graduate Open Class 

The Graduate Open class is an optional titling class for all dogs that clubs may choose to offer at obedience trials. 

The Graduate Open Class shall be for dogs not less than six months of age. Dogs in this class may also be entered 
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at the same trial in any other classes for which they are eligible as defined in these regulations. The owner or 

any other person may handle dogs in this class. A person may handle more than one dog in this class. This class 

may be judged by anyone approved to judge Open or higher classes. 

A qualifying score in an Optional Titling class shall be the same as that in a Regular class as defined in these 

regulations by Section 1.10 Qualifying Score. Ribbons and prizes for Optional Titling classes shall be the same as 

those in Regular classes as defined in these regulations by Section 1.14 Obedience Ribbons and Section 1.15 

Ribbons and Prizes. Scores and titles from Optional Titling classes shall not be applicable to High in Trial awards, 

Merit standings, Finals standings or Hall of Fame determinations. 

Section 10.2 Graduate Open Title 

ASCA will issue a Graduate Open (GO) certificate to a dog with ASCA registration or a QTracker number and will 

permit the use of GO after its name, when it has received three qualifying scores awarded by at least two judges. 

Section 10.3 Graduate Open Exercises and Scoring 

1. Signal Exercise - 40 points 

2. Scent Discrimination - 30 points 

3. Go Out - 30 points 

4. Directed Jumping - 40 points 

5. Moving Stand & Examination - 30 points 

6. Directed Retrieve - 30 points 

Maximum Total Score - 200 points 

Prior to the start of judging, the judge will decide which jump will be performed and which glove retrieved and 

post this information at ringside at least thirty minutes before the class is scheduled to begin. If there is only a 

start time for the show, it shall be posted thirty minutes before the show is scheduled to begin. The judge will 

designate the same jump and glove for each handler. For each judging assignment, judges are required to 

alternate the jump and glove used. 

Section 10.4 Signal Exercise 

The principal features of this exercise are the ability of dog and handler to work as a team while heeling, and 

the dog’s correct response to the commands and/or signals to Stand, Stay, Down, Sit and Come. Orders are the 

same as in Heel on Leash with the additions of "Stand your dog,” which shall be given only when dog and handler 

are walking at normal pace, and "Leave your dog.” The judge must use signals for directing the handler to 

command and/or signal the dog to Down, to Sit, and to Come, in that sequence, and to Finish. Heeling in the 

Signal Exercise shall be done in the same manner as in Heel Free, except that the handler shall use signals only 

and must not speak to his dog at any time during this portion of the exercise. On order from the judge, 

"Forward,” the handler may signal his dog to walk at heel and on specific order from the judge in each case, 

shall execute a Left turn, Right turn, About turn, Halt, Slow, Normal and Fast. These orders may be given in any 

sequence and may be repeated as necessary, but the judge shall attempt to standardize the heeling pattern for 

all dogs in the class. 

On order from the judge, and while the dog is walking at heel, the handler shall signal the dog to Stand in the 

Heel position near one end of the ring. On further order, "Leave your dog,” the handler will command and/or 

signal the dog to Stay, go at least ten feet from the dog, and turn to face the dog. On separate and specific 



6 

signals from the judge, the handler will give commands and/or signals to Down, to Sit, to Come and to Finish as 

in the Novice Recall. 

Section 10.5 Signal Exercise, Scoring 

A dog that fails, on a command and/or signal from the handler, to Stand or remain standing where left, or to 

Down, or to Sit and Stay, or to Come, shall be scored non-qualifying (NQ). Minor or substantial deductions, 

depending on the specific circumstances in each case, shall be made for a dog that walks forward on the Stand, 

Down or Sit portions of the exercise. All the penalties listed under the Heel on Leash and Figure 8 and the Novice 

Recall exercises shall apply. 

Section 10.6 Scent Discrimination Performance and Scoring 

This exercise will be performed and scored the same as in the Utility Scent Discrimination exercise except as 

stated in this section. The handler will present two sets of articles, each comprised of either two, three, or four 

identical objects made of either wood, leather, or metal. Only one article will be retrieved. It is the handler’s 

discretion as to which type of article is retrieved. 

The judge will ask: “How will you set up, facing the articles or facing away?” If the handler chooses to face away 

from the articles, the exercise will be performed and scored as in Utility. 

If the handler chooses to face the articles, the exercise will be performed as follows. The handler will stand with 

the dog sitting in heel position facing the articles, and the judge will order “Take the article”. Judging begins 

when the judge takes the handler’s scented article, at which time the dog must be sitting in heel position beside 

the handler until directed to retrieve the article. Failure to remain in a Sit after the judge takes the scented 

article, but prior to the judge’s order, “Send your dog,” will be a substantial deduction. 

Section 10.7 Go Out 

The principal features of this exercise are that the dog go away from 

the handler to the opposite end of the ring and stop as directed. The 

orders are: “Send your dog” and “Back to your dog.” The handler will 

choose how far from the go out point to set up, with the dog sitting 

in heel position from a position on the center line of the ring, and 

between twenty feet before the line of the jumps up to midway 

between the jumps, as shown in the diagram below. On the order 

from the judge, the handler shall command and/or signal the dog to 

go forward at a brisk trot or gallop to the go-out point about twenty 

feet beyond the jumps and in the approximate center. When the dog 

reaches this point, the handler will give a command to Sit; the dog 

must stop and sit with its attention on the handler but need not sit 

squarely. On the judge’s order the handler will return to the heel 

position by walking around and in back of their dog. 

Section 10.8 Go Out, Scoring 

A dog must receive a score of non-qualifying (NQ) for the following: anticipating the handler's command and/or 

signal to go out, not leaving the handler, not going out between the jumps, or not stopping on command and 

remaining at least ten feet beyond the jumps without an additional command. 
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Substantial deductions shall be made for a dog that stops or sits before the handler's command to sit, fails to 

sit, receives an additional command to sit after the dog has stopped, and for a dog that is obviously stopped by 

the ring barrier rather than the handler's command. Minor to substantial deductions shall be made, depending 

on degree, for a dog that turns on the go out before the command to Sit, or for slowness in going out. Depending 

on the extent of the deviation from a Sit along the approximate center line of the ring and approximately twenty 

feet beyond the line of the jumps, minor to substantial deductions shall be made. 

Section 10.9 Directed Jumping 

The principal features of this exercise are that the dog stay where left, jump as directed, and return as in the 

Recall. The handler will stand with the dog sitting in heel position at the go out point as shown in the diagram 

above in Section 8. The judge will ask, “Are you ready?” before giving the order to leave the dog. On the judge’s 

order, the handler may give a command and/or signal to the dog to Stay then walk forward to the other end of 

the ring, turn to face the dog and stand with the arms and hands hanging naturally. The judge will designate 

which jump is to be taken by the dog and shall order either "High" or "Bar" when designating either the High or 

Bar Jump. The handler shall command and/or signal the dog to return to him over the designated jump. While 

the dog is in midair the handler may turn so as to be facing the dog as it returns. The dog shall Sit in front of the 

handler and, on order from the judge, Finish as in the Novice Recall. The dog will be sent over only one jump. 

Section 10.10 Directed Jumping, Scoring 

A dog must receive a non-qualifying (NQ) score for the following: if it is given an additional command and/or 

signal to Stay, moves from the place it was left or anticipates the handler’s command and/or signal to jump; fails 

to jump; returns over the wrong jump; knocks the bar off the uprights; or uses the top of any jump for aid in 

going over. Substantial or minor deductions, depending on the extent, shall be made for touching the jumps, or 

for any display of hesitation or reluctance to jump. All applicable penalties of the Novice Recall exercise will 

apply. 

Section 10.11 Moving Stand and Examination Performance and Scoring 

This exercise will be performed and scored the same as in the Utility Moving Stand and Examination except that 

the handler may pause/hesitate when giving the command and/or signal to stand. 

Section 10.12 Directed Retrieve Performance and Scoring 

This exercise will be performed and scored the same as in the Utility Directed Retrieve except that a center glove 

is not used. 

Comments/Rationale: The Graduate Open Optional Titling class will provide a wonderful opportunity for dogs 

to prepare for the Utility class and to gain ring experience leading to higher titles. This class allows for flexibility 

in performance of some exercises, so that a handler may choose to increase the level of difficulty as their dog’s 

training and comprehension progresses. 

Affected: Clubs, judges, stewards, handlers. Webmaster, Business Office, Program Software Vendors: new 

optional titling class added. 

Effective Date: June 1, 2022. 
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RALLY COMMITTEE 

RA.21.10 Use of the Words Course(s) and Course Map(s) 

Motion carries (9-0) - Approve: Boone, Busquets, Byrne, Creelman, Gann, Gerken, Larson, Roberts, Wesen. 

Disapprove: None. Abstain: None. Non-voting: None. 

Motion by Liaison Gann to approve the following recommendation from the Rally Committee. 

Committee Recommendation: RC Motion: RC Motion 21.17 Use of the words course(s) and Course map(s) 

Motion by Ann McCabe to approve the following corrections and edits to the Rally Rule Book with regards to 

the use of the terms course(s) and course map(s). Second by Leah Swatko. 

Results of Committee Vote: Approve: 12. Disapprove: None. Abstain: None. Non-Voting: None. 

Current Wording:  

1.35 Submitting Records 

After each ASCA sanctioned event, all Judge’s Books (Non-regular and Regular classes), Official Entry Forms for 

all qualifiers, Gross Receipts report, including Event Membership dues, Sanction Grant, and Rally Trial Report 

must be sent to the ASCA Business Office, postmarked no later than 15 days after the close of the last show of 

the cluster. A set of courses (to be forwarded to the Rally Course Review Committee) used for the trial along 

with reasons for any changes to courses, must also be submitted to the ASCA Business Office along with the trial 

results. Penalty for noncompliance of any above is a late fee (see the ASCA Schedule of Fees) for each day’s 

delay and such other penalties as may be imposed by the Board of Directors of ASCA. The club shall retain all 

other ASCA official entry forms, except the entry forms listed above, for a period of one year from date of show. 

Proposed Wording: 

1.35 Submitting Records 

After each ASCA sanctioned event, all Judge’s Books (Non-regular and Regular classes), Official Entry Forms for 

all qualifiers, Gross Receipts report, including Event Membership dues, Sanction Grant, and Rally Trial Report 

must be sent to the ASCA Business Office, postmarked no later than 15 days after the close of the last show of 

the cluster. A set of courses maps (to be forwarded to the Rally Course Review Committee) used for the trial 

along with reasons for any changes to courses, must also be submitted to the ASCA Business Office along with 

the trial results. Penalty for noncompliance of any above is a late fee (see the ASCA Schedule of Fees) for each 

day’s delay and such other penalties as may be imposed by the Board of Directors of ASCA. The club shall retain 

all other ASCA official entry forms, except the entry forms listed above, for a period of one year from date of 

show. 

Current Wording: 

2.22 General Procedures 

ASCA Rally is a sport in which the dog and handler complete a course designed by the Rally Judge. Each course 

is set up with a predetermined number of designated stations. A sign from the approved set of ASCA signs 

appropriate to the level designates each station; each sign provides instruction regarding the skill the handler 

and dog must perform before continuing to the next station. The dog and handler team move continuously 

through the course without directions from the Judge after the command to start. There should be a sense of 
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teamwork between the dog and handler throughout the course. The courses for the day will be posted at least 

no later than 15 minutes prior to the first walk through time. 

Proposed Wording: 

2.22 General Procedures 

ASCA Rally is a sport in which the dog and handler complete a course designed by the Rally Judge. Each course 

is set up with a predetermined number of designated stations. A sign from the approved set of ASCA signs 

appropriate to the level designates each station; each sign provides instruction regarding the skill the handler 

and dog must perform before continuing to the next station. The dog and handler team move continuously 

through the course without directions from the Judge after the command to start. There should be a sense of 

teamwork between the dog and handler throughout the course. The courses maps for the day will be posted at 

least no later than 15 minutes prior to the first walk through time. 

Current Wording: 

2.22.1 The Basics of Posting Courses 

a. A set of course maps must be posted no later than 15 minutes prior to the first walk through of the 

course. Courses should be spaced a few feet apart to allow multiple people to view each course at the 

same time. 

b. Courses can be posted as early as the judge wishes. A good time to post is when setup of the ring starts. 

c. If there are 2 trials in the day, the maps for the second trial should not be posed or distributed until after 

conclusion of the first trial. A good time to post is when setup of the ring starts for the second trial. 

d. Many judges make extra copies of maps that handlers can take back to their setup without having to 

refer to the set that is posted. While exhibitors have come to expect to have courses available, it is not 

required. 

Proposed Wording: 

2.22.1 The Basics of Posting Courses Maps 

a. A set of course maps must be posted no later than 15 minutes prior to the first walk through of the 

course. Courses maps should be spaced a few feet apart to allow multiple people to view each course 

map at the same time. 

b. Courses maps can be posted as early as the judge wishes. A good time to post is when setup of the ring 

starts. 

c. If there are 2 trials in the day, the course maps for the second trial should not be posted or distributed 

until after conclusion of the first trial. A good time to post is when setup of the ring starts for the second 

trial. 

d. Many judges make extra copies of course maps that handlers can take back to their setup without having 

to refer to the set that is posted. While exhibitors have come to expect to have courses maps available, 

it is not required. 

Current Wording: 

16.1.3 Application Process 

a. Applicants must be at least 21 years old. 
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b. Submit an application to the ASCA Business office. 

c. Upon verification of qualifications, the applicant will be sent a current ASCA Rally Rulebook and will 

complete the Judges Education Seminar, available free online. To get the link for the online Judges 

Education seminar please contact the ASCA Business Office or the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. 

d. Upon completion of the Judges Education, the applicant will be sent an Open Book test. A score of 100% 

is required to pass. An applicant may attempt the test twice without penalty. If the applicant fails to 

score 100% after the second attempt, the applicant must wait six months from the date of application 

to reapply. 

e. After passing the Open Book test, the applicant will submit a complete set of courses (one for each level) 

for approval, beginning with the Masters level course. The Masters level course must be submitted and 

approved before submitting the remaining 3 levels of courses for approval. The set of application courses 

must be nested and a completed ASCA Rally Course Checklist (available on the ASCA Website) must be 

submitted with the courses. Pass with 100% the ASCA Rally Open Book Test. The test may be retaken 

until all questions have been answered correctly. 

f. All applicants who have not previously judged two (2) rally trials with a minimum of 50 runs in AKC, CKC, 

UKC and/or WCRL are required to complete the Apprenticing Requirements and Procedures outlined in 

16.2.3. 

g. If at any point in the above process it is felt by the Rally Committee that the applicant needs additional 

experience, education or mentorship, additional requirements may be made of the applicant (i.e. 

additional courses, review scoring requirements, etc.). A timeframe for completing any additional 

requirements will be provided with the assignment. 

h. Once all steps above are completed within the timeframe outlined in 16.1.4, the Rally Committee will 

vote to approve the applicant. On approval, the Rally Chair will forward the applicant’s information to 

the Board of Directors for approval. 

i. Applicants are cautioned that completing all steps of the application process does not guarantee 

approval to be an ASCA Rally Judge. Judging is a privilege, not a right. 

Proposed Wording: 

16.1.3 Application Process 

a. Applicants must be at least 21 years old. 

b. Submit an application to the ASCA Business office. 

c. Upon verification of qualifications, the applicant will be sent a current ASCA Rally Rulebook and will 

complete the Judges Education Seminar, available free online. To get the link for the online Judges 

Education seminar please contact the ASCA Business Office or the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. 

d. Upon completion of the Judges Education Seminar, the applicant will be sent an Open Book test. A score 

of 100% is required to pass. An applicant may attempt the test twice without penalty. If the applicant 

fails to score 100% after the second attempt, the applicant must wait six months from the date of 

application to reapply. 

e. After passing the Open Book test, the applicant will submit a complete set of courses maps (one for each 

level) for approval, beginning with the Masters level course. The Masters level course must be submitted 

and approved before submitting the remaining 3 levels of courses for approval. The set of application 

courses maps must be nested and a completed ASCA Rally Course Checklist (available on the ASCA 

Website) must be submitted with the courses maps. 
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f. All applicants who have not previously judged two (2) rally trials with a minimum of 50 runs in AKC, CKC, 

UKC and/or WCRL are required to complete the Apprenticing Requirements and Procedures outlined in 

16.2.3. 

g. If at any point in the above process it is felt by the Rally Committee that the applicant needs additional 

experience, education or mentorship, additional requirements may be made of the applicant (i.e., 

additional courses, review scoring requirements, etc.). A timeframe for completing any additional 

requirements will be provided with the assignment. 

h. Once all steps above are completed within the timeframe outlined in 16.1.4, the Rally Committee will 

vote to approve the applicant. On approval, the Rally Chair will forward the applicant’s information to 

the Board of Directors for approval. 

i. Applicants are cautioned that completing all steps of the application process does not guarantee 

approval to be an ASCA Rally Judge. Judging is a privilege, not a right. 

Current Wording: 

16.2.2 Application Process 

a. All applicants must be at least 21 years old. 

b. Submit an application to the ASCA Business office. 

c. Upon verification of qualifications and stewarding, the applicant will be sent a current ASCA Rally 

Rulebook. The applicant will complete the Judges Education, available free online. To get the link for the 

online Judges Education, please contact the ASCA Business Office or the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. 

d. Upon completion of the Judges Education, the applicant will be sent an Open Book test. A score of 100% 

is required to pass. An applicant may attempt the test twice without penalty. If the applicant fails to 

score 100% after the second attempt, the applicant must wait six months from the date of application 

to reapply. 

e. After passing the Open Book test, the applicant will submit a complete set of courses (one for each level) 

for approval, beginning with the Masters level course. The Masters level course must be submitted and 

approved before submitting the remaining 3 levels of courses for approval. The set of application courses 

must be nested and a completed ASCA Rally Course Checklist (available on the ASCA Website) must be 

submitted with the courses. 

f. Once items b. through e. above are completed and approved, the applicant must complete the 

Apprentice Judge requirements, below. The timeframes for completing steps b. through e. and the 

Apprentice Judging are found below in Section 16.2.4. 

g. If at any point in the above process it is felt by the Rally Committee that the applicant needs additional 

experience, education or mentorship, additional requirements may be made of the applicant (i.e. 

additional courses, review scoring requirements, etc.). A timeframe for completing any additional 

requirements will be provided with the assignment. 

h. Once all steps above are completed within the timeframe outlined in Section 16.2.4, the Rally Committee 

will vote to approve the applicant. On approval, the Rally Chair will forward the applicant’s information 

to the Board of Directors for approval. 

i. Applicants are cautioned that completing all steps of the application process does not guarantee 

approval to be an ASCA Rally Judge. Judging is a privilege, not a right. 

Proposed Wording: 

16.2.2 Application Process 
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a. All applicants must be at least 21 years old. 

b. Submit an application to the ASCA Business office. 

c. Upon verification of qualifications and stewarding, the applicant will be sent a current ASCA Rally 

Rulebook. The applicant will complete the Judges Education, available free online. To get the link for the 

online Judges Education, please contact the ASCA Business Office or the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. 

d. Upon completion of the Judges Education, the applicant will be sent an Open Book test. A score of 100% 

is required to pass. An applicant may attempt the test twice without penalty. If the applicant fails to 

score 100% after the second attempt, the applicant must wait six months from the date of application 

to reapply. 

e. After passing the Open Book test, the applicant will submit a complete set of courses maps (one for each 

level) for approval, beginning with the Masters level course. The Masters level course must be submitted 

and approved before submitting the remaining 3 levels of courses maps for approval. The set of 

application courses maps must be nested and a completed ASCA Rally Course Checklist (available on the 

ASCA Website) must be submitted with the courses maps. 

f. Once items b. through e. above are completed and approved, the applicant must complete the 

Apprentice Judge requirements, below. The timeframes for completing steps b. through e. and the 

Apprentice Judging are found below in Section 16.2.4. 

g. If at any point in the above process it is felt by the Rally Committee that the applicant needs additional 

experience, education or mentorship, additional requirements may be made of the applicant (i.e., 

additional courses maps, review scoring requirements, etc.). A timeframe for completing any additional 

requirements will be provided with the assignment. 

h. Once all steps above are completed within the timeframe outlined in Section 16.2.4, the Rally Committee 

will vote to approve the applicant. On approval, the Rally Chair will forward the applicant’s information 

to the Board of Directors for approval.  

i. Applicants are cautioned that completing all steps of the application process does not guarantee 

approval to be an ASCA Rally Judge. Judging is a privilege, not a right. 

Current Wording: 

16.4.1 Provisional Judge 

a. The Provisional Judge will be able to accept assignments and judge ASCA Trials if their courses are 

submitted for approval by the ASCA Rally Review Subcommittee at least 30 days prior to each judging 

assignment. The course reviewers shall review the proposed courses to ensure they are: (1) Safe, (2) 

Flowing, (3) Appropriately challenging, considering the level for each course, (4) Consistent with the 

ASCA Rally Philosophy and these Rules and Regulations; (5) Consistent with the ring size and surface and 

consider any known obstructions in the ring, i.e. columns, floor grates, etc. Course reviewers are 

empowered to direct mandatory course revisions to comply with these criteria, as well as to suggest 

non-mandatory course revisions to improve the challenges, flow, or other aspects of the course or 

courses. However, course reviewers shall respect the judge’s individuality, and not re-design the 

provisional judge’s courses solely based on personal preferences. The Course Review Subcommittee will 

return copies of the proposed courses, together with any mandatory and recommended non-mandatory 

changes to the provisional judge not later than 15 days prior to the first day of the applicable trial(s). 

Provisional judges must return a final copy of all courses for the trial including any required /mandatory 

/recommended changes made on any course to the course reviewer at least 7 days prior to the trial to 

receive final approval on courses to be used at the trial. Final approval of courses must be obtained to 
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judge the trial. To avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest, course reviewers shall not review 

courses to be used at trials where they expect to compete. 

b. All Judges will remain Provisional until such time the Rally Course Review Subcommittee receives three 

complete sets of courses, not previously submitted for review, that do not need any revisions prior to a 

Trial in which the Provisional Judge is scheduled to judge. Once a Provisional Judge submits three sets of 

courses that do not require mandatory changes, the judge may complete the required form requesting 

a move from provisional to regular status. 

c. After moving from provisional to a higher status of judge, to avoid the possibility of using courses that 

do not meet ASCA standards, judges are encouraged and invited to submit their courses at least 30 days 

prior to using them at trials they have been hired to judge. Feedback will be provided for the voluntary 

submissions no later than 15 days prior to the first day of the trial they are judging. 

d. At the direction of the ASCA Board of Directors, a judge may be moved from approved status to 

provisional if it is determined it is in the judge’s best interest and ASCA’s best interest for the judge to 

submit courses to the Rally Course Review Subcommittee for approval as described above in a. 

Proposed Wording: 

16.4.1 Provisional Judge 

a. The Provisional Judge will be able to accept assignments and judge ASCA Trials if their courses maps are 

submitted for approval by the ASCA Rally Course Review Subcommittee at least 30 days prior to each 

judging assignment. The course reviewers shall review the proposed courses to ensure they are: (1) Safe, 

(2) Flowing, (3) Appropriately challenging, considering the level for each course, (4) Consistent with the 

ASCA Rally Philosophy and these Rules and Regulations; (5) Consistent with the ring size and surface and 

consider any known obstructions in the ring, i.e., columns, floor grates, etc. Course reviewers are 

empowered to direct mandatory course revisions to comply with these criteria, as well as to suggest 

non-mandatory course revisions to improve the challenges, flow, or other aspects of the course or 

courses. However, course reviewers shall respect the judge’s individuality, and not re-design the 

provisional judge’s courses solely based on personal preferences. The Course Review Subcommittee will 

return copies of the proposed courses, together with any mandatory and recommended non-mandatory 

changes to the provisional judge not later than 15 days prior to the first day of the applicable trial(s). 

Provisional judges must return a final copy of all courses for the trial including any required /mandatory 

/recommended changes made on any course to the course reviewer at least 7 days prior to the trial to 

receive final approval on courses to be used at the trial. Final approval of courses must be obtained to 

judge the trial. To avoid any appearance of a conflict of interest, course reviewers shall not review 

courses to be used at trials where they expect to compete. 

b. All Judges will remain Provisional until such time the Rally Course Reviewer Subcommittee receives three 

complete sets of courses maps, not previously submitted for review, that do not need any revisions prior 

to a Trial in which the Provisional Judge is scheduled to judge. Once a Provisional Judge submits three 

sets of courses maps that do not require mandatory changes, the judge may complete the required form 

requesting a move from provisional to regular status. 

c. After moving from provisional to a higher status of judge, to avoid the possibility of using courses that 

do not meet ASCA standards, judges are encouraged and invited to submit their courses maps at least 

30 days prior to using them at trials they have been hired to judge. Feedback will be provided for the 

voluntary submissions no later than 15 days prior to the first day of the trial they are judging. 
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d. At the direction of the ASCA Board of Directors, a judge may be moved from approved status to 

provisional if it is determined it is in the judge’s best interest and ASCA’s best interest for the judge to 

submit courses to the Rally Course Review Subcommittee for approval as described above in a. 

Current Wording: 

16.5.1 Provisional Judge 

a. All judges enter the ASCA Rally Judging ranks as a provisional judge. 

b. A provision judge can accept assignments to judge any ASCA sanctioned rally trial, except the National 

Rally Trial and Rally Finals. 

c. To progress to regular status, the Provisional Judge must submit three complete sets of courses, never 

before submitted for review, which do not require any mandatory corrections for trials they have been 

hired to judge. 

d. Once a Provisional Judge submits three sets of courses not requiring mandatory revisions, he/she must 

submit a change of classification form to the Business Office requesting to be moved to Regular status. 

The Business Office will verify the information on the form and notify the Rally Committee Chair that the 

request has been received. A motion will be made at the committee level and upon passing at the 

committee level will be referred to the Board of Directors for final approval. When final approval is 

received, the judge will be notified and the judge’s classification on the Judges Directory will be changed 

to Regular judge. 

Proposed Wording: 

16.5.1 Provisional Judge 

a. All judges enter the ASCA Rally Judging ranks as a provisional judge. 

b. A provision judge can accept assignments to judge any ASCA sanctioned rally trial, except the National 

Rally Trial and Rally Finals. 

c. To progress to regular status, the Provisional Judge must submit three complete sets of courses maps, 

never before submitted for review, which do not require any mandatory corrections for trials they have 

been hired to judge. 

d. Once a Provisional Judge submits three sets of courses maps not requiring mandatory revisions, he/she 

must submit a change of classification form to the Business Office requesting to be moved to Regular 

status. The Business Office will verify the information on the form and notify the Rally Committee Chair 

that the request has been received. A motion will be made at the committee level and upon passing at 

the committee level will be referred to the Board of Directors for final approval. When final approval is 

received, the judge will be notified and the judge’s classification on the Judges Directory will be changed 

to Regular judge. 

Current Wording: 

16.5.6 Multiple Requests 

Multiple requests may be submitted at the same time if the requirements for the requests have been met. 

EXAMPLE: if a provisional judge who has already titled a dog to the RM title and submits three sets of courses 

that do not require mandatory corrections, he/she would be eligible to submit requests to move to Regular and 

to National judge classification on the same form. Once the approval process is completed, the higher 

classification will be listed on the Judges Directory. 
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Proposed Wording: 

16.5.6 Multiple Requests 

Multiple requests may be submitted at the same time if the requirements for the requests have been met. 

EXAMPLE: if a provisional judge who has already titled a dog to the RM title and submits three sets of courses 

maps that do not require mandatory corrections, he/she would be eligible to submit requests to move to 

Regular and to National judge classification on the same form. Once the approval process is completed, the 

higher classification will be listed on the Judges Directory. 

Current Wording: 

16.8.2 Event Crisis Judge Requirements and Restrictions 

The Event Crisis Judge shall not judge any dog that he/she owns or co-owns or that a member of his/her 

immediate household or immediate family owns or is currently handling. The Event Crisis Judge’s immediate 

family includes spouse, father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, or any person residing with that 

individual. Immediate family members of an officiating Event Crisis Judge may show under another officiating 

Judge at the same trial. 

1. Requirements for approval as an Event Crisis Judge are listed below: 

a. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to take and pass the most recent Judges’ test before 

moving to step “b” below. 

b. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to complete the current online ASCA Rally Judges 

Education. 

c. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to submit a complete set of courses for each trial they will 

be judging at least 30 days prior to any event they will be judging. In the event there is not 

acceptable time to get courses approved, the ECJ may request to use approved emergency 

courses. Emergency courses are available through the Business Office or the Rally Committee 

Chair. 

2. Restrictions for Event Crisis Judges 

a. A person working as an Event Crisis Judge will not permanently hold the position of ASCA Rally 

Judge in any form, nor will they be allowed to use this experience to bypass the existing 

requirements for becoming an ASCA Rally Judge when the crisis is over. 

b. The work done, both positive and negative, by the Event Crisis Judge will be considered when 

entering the ASCA Rally judging application process. Any formal complaints, letters, or 

documentation of disciplinary action, along with letters of recommendation, reviews, and letters 

of appreciation that are associated with their work as an Event Crisis Judge will be considered in 

the application process to become an approved ASCA Rally Judge. 

Proposed Wording: 

16.8.2 Event Crisis Judge Requirements and Restrictions 

The Event Crisis Judge shall not judge any dog that he/she owns or co-owns or that a member of his/her 

immediate household or immediate family owns or is currently handling. The Event Crisis Judge’s immediate 

family includes spouse, father, mother, son, daughter, brother, sister, or any person residing with that 

individual. Immediate family members of an officiating Event Crisis Judge may show under another officiating 

Judge at the same trial. 
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1. Requirements for approval as an Event Crisis Judge are listed below: 

a. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to take and pass the most recent Judges’ test before 

moving to step “b” below. 

b. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to complete the current online ASCA Rally Judges 

Education. 

c. All Event Crisis Judges will be required to submit a complete set of courses maps for each trial 

they will be judging at least 30 days prior to any event they will be judging. In the event there is 

not acceptable time to get courses approved, the ECJ may request to use approved emergency 

courses. Emergency courses are available through the Business Office or the Rally Committee 

Chair. 

2. Restrictions for Event Crisis Judges 

a. A person working as an Event Crisis Judge will not permanently hold the position of ASCA Rally 

Judge in any form, nor will they be allowed to use this experience to bypass the existing 

requirements for becoming an ASCA Rally Judge when the crisis is over. 

b. The work done, both positive and negative, by the Event Crisis Judge will be considered when 

entering the ASCA Rally judging application process. Any formal complaints, letters, or 

documentation of disciplinary action, along with letters of recommendation, reviews, and letters 

of appreciation that are associated with their work as an Event Crisis Judge will be considered in 

the application process to become an approved ASCA Rally Judge. 

Current Wording: 

17.1.7 Designing Courses That Meet ASCA Requirements 

a. It is the Judge’s responsibility to provide courses that meet the ASCA Rally Rules and Regulations at all 

ASCA sanctioned Trials. If it is found that a Judge’s course(s) did not meet these requirements, a Judge’s 

status may be moved back to Provisional. 

b. If during a post-trial course review, it is determined the set of courses used did not follow ASCA’s Rules 

and Regulations, the judge will be notified and provided details of the determination. If a second set of 

courses during the same calendar year is determined to also not comply with ASCA’s Rules and 

Regulations, the judge and the Business Office will be notified by the ASCA Rally Committee Chair that 

the judge must submit course sets at least 30 days prior to future judging assignments. Judges will be 

notified in the sanctioning letter for future assignments of the need to submit courses for pre-trial course 

review. 

c. To determine if a course meets ASCA Rules and Regulations, a Course Design Checklist will be utilized. 

The same checklist is available on the website for judges to use. 

d. To avoid using courses that do not meet ASCA standards, all judges are encouraged and invited to submit 

their courses at least 30 days prior to using them at trials they have been hired to judge and to use the 

Course Design Checklist available on the website. Feedback will be provided for the voluntary 

submissions no later than 15 days prior to the first day of the trial they are judging. 

e. All judges in provisional status effective 11/1/19 will be required to submit a completed course review 

checklist with each set of courses. 

17.1.8 Rule Infraction Pre-Trial Course Review 

Timely Submission of Courses for pre-trial review is critical to assuring all trial maps meet minimum standards 

detailed in the Rally Rules & Regulations. 
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a. Judges on pre-trial review who fail to submit courses 30 days in advance of the trial date will be sent a 

warning of the infraction via email by the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. A second failure to submit courses 

30 days in advance of a trial will be reported (with documentation included) to the ASCA Board of 

Directors for possible suspension of judging privileges. 

b. Judges who have submitted courses for pre-trial review who fail to make the required changes and 

submit for review prior to the trial will be reported (with documentation included) to the ASCA Board of 

Directors for possible suspension of judging privileges. 

c. All provisional and pre-trial status review judges will be advised of this rule when they are sent their 

judges letter, or when their status is changed to pre-trial review after submitting courses that do not 

meet standards. 

Proposed Wording: 

17.1.7 Designing Courses That Meet ASCA Requirements 

a. It is the Judge’s responsibility to provide courses that meet the ASCA Rally Rules and Regulations at all 

ASCA sanctioned Trials. If it is found that a Judge’s course(s) did not meet these requirements, a Judge’s 

status may be moved back to Provisional. 

b. If during a post-trial course review, it is determined the set of courses used did not follow ASCA’s Rules 

and Regulations, the judge will be notified and provided details of the determination. If a second set of 

courses during the same calendar year is determined to also not comply with ASCA’s Rules and 

Regulations, the judge and the Business Office will be notified by the ASCA Rally Committee Chair that 

the judge must submit course sets maps at least 30 days prior to future judging assignments. Judges will 

be notified in the sanctioning letter for future assignments of the need to submit courses maps for pre-

trial course review. 

c. To determine if a course meets ASCA Rules and Regulations, a Course Design Checklist will be utilized. 

The same checklist is available on the website for judges to use. 

d. To avoid using courses that do not meet ASCA standards, all judges are encouraged and invited to submit 

their courses maps at least 30 days prior to using them at trials they have been hired to judge and to use 

the Course Design Checklist available on the website. Feedback will be provided for the voluntary 

submissions no later than 15 days prior to the first day of the trial they are judging 

e. All judges in provisional status effective 11/1/19 will be required to submit a completed course review 

checklist with each set of courses maps. 

17.1.8 Rule Infraction Pre-Trial Course Review 

Timely Submission of Courses maps for pre-trial review is critical to assuring all trial maps meet minimum 

standards detailed in the Rally Rules & Regulations. 

a. Judges on pre-trial review who fail to submit courses maps 30 days in advance of the trial date will be 

sent a warning of the infraction via email by the ASCA Rally Committee Chair. A second failure to submit 

courses maps 30 days in advance of a trial will be reported (with documentation included) to the ASCA 

Board of Directors for possible suspension of judging privileges. 

b. Judges who have submitted courses maps for pre-trial review who fail to make the required changes and 

submit for review prior to the trial will be reported (with documentation included) to the ASCA Board of 

Directors for possible suspension of judging privileges. 
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c. All provisional and pre-trial status review judges will be advised of this rule when they are sent their 

judges letter, or when their status is changed to pre-trial review after submitting courses maps that do 

not meet standards. 

Current Wording: 

18.2.4 Handler Path Arrows 

a. The handler path shall be indicated by arrows on Novice level courses. 

b. Handler paths may be marked at the other levels but are not required. 

Proposed Wording: 

18.2.4 Handler Path Arrows 

a. The handler path shall be indicated by arrows on Novice level courses maps. 

b. Handler paths may be marked at the other levels but are not required. 

Current Wording: 

Request to Change ASCA Rally Judge Classification 

Submitted three (3) sets of courses, never before submitted for review, which did not require any mandatory 

corrections for trials the judge was hired. List trial dates and affiliates for which these sets were submitted. 

Proposed Wording: 

Request to Change ASCA Rally Judge Classification 

Submitted three (3) sets of courses maps, never before submitted for review, which did not require any 

mandatory corrections for trials the judge was hired. List trial dates and affiliates for which these sets were 

submitted. 

Comments/Rationale: The terms “course(s)” and “course map(s)” are used interchangeably in the rule book. 

They are different things. A course is the exercises in the ring at a trial. A course map is a piece of paper or 

computer program showing a drawing of the course to be executed by the team. This motion will clarify which 

is being referred to in different sections of the rule book. 

Affected: Exhibitors and judges will have a clearer understanding of what is being referred to or described in the 

rule book. 

Effective Date: June 1, 2022. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by 

 

Kalla Jaco, Executive Secretary. 


